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Woatford v. Aldershot

Kick-off
lp.m.

YOICE OF WATFORD

w il well-cur  and
|I.‘ whole played well, The
a happy -Iu and their shooting was
wrget. Roy Brown in his new position al
t did well and his speed proved very
» our opponents’ defence. The defence 1s
very lightly indecd these days and it is most
ncouraging to find the two youngsters, Colin Bateman
and Bill Shipwright, settling down so well. Many sup-
poriers consider that the present rearguard is the best
the club has had since the days of the “Hapgood™”
defence which enabled the club to do so well agains
Preston North End and Manchester United. With Brian
Atkinson making such a useful debut against Leeds
United and Maurice Cook and John Meadows findr 4
their best form, the younger members of our stafi ue
certainly making the future of our club more roy . In
the reserve team. the teen-agers Chuttin and Milles and
Peter Walker are also coming along well.
When reading of the marathon between Doncas ¢
Rovers and Aston Villa, one cannot help thinking o.
what might have been. In football of course this

k g happens. We car

sympathise with you, but then
question. Spare a thought fo
others of our staff who since Chre
them travelled thousands of miles, not 3
best weather, to look at players who it is th
fill the bill. You can understand their disap
when the player has a bad game, he muost be
again, In fact the large clubs osually have 2
walched six to cight tmes before they decide =
he is the man for them. It s a slow and often
breaking business. Often temptation has been
sign a player for the sake of a wgnmg W
money we have available we must be duuh\
Al least hatF- ° ver
weeb . every rcporl L] arcfuu, anal\-\Lu -
“.«wards have been watched, but 1 think it fair 1
at oresent none of them have been considered hfr
than the lads we already have on our books

The club have appoinmed Mr. Rollin of Bushey as
their Secretary to succced John Dennis. We wish Mr
Rollitt all success in bis new job m which t-L il
commence in three weeks' time,

To-day The Newark Imperial Carnival Band will
entertain us and we hope that if you have cnjoyed their
show vou will help to swell their collection boxes

SMOKE
BOAR’S HEAD

TOBACCO

H. L. EDWARDES LIMITED
L.M.R. SIDINGS, CROXLEY GREEN

The Largest Merchanis in Hertjordshire, Bedford.
shire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire for Scrap
and Useful Iron, Steel, and Non-Ferrous Metals.

R.S.J.5s, CHANNELS, ANGLES, PIPING AND
FENCING ALWAYS AVAILABLE.

GapesrooK 3797.




Ohis Week fi_ f-__"\j;ﬁ)_’_z’{d ’(-Tgﬁ

NEW SECRETARY IS NO
' STRANGER WATFORD WATFORD ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED

i I OV the hang of Registered Offices: VICARAGE ROAD GROUND, WATFORD. Telephone Watlord 1759
The new secretary ol o

1 | nar 1L regular {1 :
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is a Hertfordshire man

who was born at C J'm;‘| sl & by : gl el o R

B, F. LINDSA €. W. WHITE

NSER 1. STODDART D. M. BROAD
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ley Green, lived for
some time at Hemel | ] Kick-off
Hempstead and now A Watford v. St. Mirren 7.30 p.m.

; in Bushey.

Ronald Edward 3 _’" .
P o T s R R e VOICE OF WATFORD

lemen hat with possible injuries

lnce leaving school he f - + g < f-=3 | cottish side for (e first be treated at home

a-clerk with the Olub's s - - " who flew South to play It looks as though Watford will be invaded on April
! 2nd when the leaders, Bristol City, visit us. We hear that

short tour and fly back
s special train will be bringing hundreds ol supporters to

ke up his new duties on
J\jll'li'l L l.lll'ﬂl.l: :.Jc;;dmr-nn‘.lmr he : EiesoFaril s 7 ; : S o2
will be spending moments at - b = A P = 3 . ” v e ertfordshire, and according to one of their directors

- eniry fast Seturday wes they are a little worried over their visit
qound with a light ball 5 - :
y ‘much {or- the pliyers Next Saturday our first team travel 1o Walsall and
B our Reserves are at Fulham, but supporters will be able

unded the game, During -
2 ; S to see a first class pame at Watford. The Watford and
i scoring chances which i : %
dbte 4 aceid Fandds By District League mect Pegasus hcre and the visitors will
"'I iy l‘d' T be bringing their full eleven, including Mike Pinner
R RORE, ML NSO, S goalkecper, Gordon McKinna, international full back
B i) the last minute hit Ken Shearwood, centre half and captain, and Blythe
imming up. our defence Seanlon and Tanner. forsards.
rell and trying to use the

s : Stanley Matthews has accepted the Benefits Com-
ard line s stll lacking L 0 it s iy

mittee’s invitation to pluy for the All Star XI on
May Ird.
relling over Easter. After W __are dwaiting a reply from Will Mau. - and
Friday, they will leave dilly Wright. It will be some weeks before the n,. '
1g for Torquay to pls composition of the side is known but the Comnminee
lernoon, and returr to only want the “Stars”,

v again try el to Mr. Rallitt, pur new Secretury commenced his duties

* aints’. with the Club lnst Monday week. John Dennis lcaves us

on the 1st of April and he will take with him our very
best wishes, He has done a grand job for the Club.

Lindd
tr, O Lhe %oy, | w -
“'«Y,w_»,,/q,;:”('/wio,","l"l‘,0/ 704 € by 5 L. EDWARDES LIM'™Z oy
Lan, “er,  ong Cpe % 706 4 00
z Dapye ey, - 0 Oj@;fm,{;; 9% L.M.R. SIDINGS, CROXLEY GREEN
el l/ic_,‘(;u "Dt Oep, o‘,x’;ju,_, er
o » e i 3 v
kg digtle Ditn Vi &
"

Coss gongQuy,,
Zoler Uhe e The Largest Merchants in Hertfordshire, Bedford-
shire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire for Scrap

and Useful Iron, Steel, and Non-Ferrous Merals.

% : R.SJs, CHANNELS, ANG
199l Jadiy ey LES, PIPING AND
b Rté:% lif;‘ﬁ"r‘** Oy FENCING ALWAYS AVAILABLE.

"6" &
1 1 wt”' ‘3’ i, d}’ £ £ 2 &
g s}
ouring the new S, o o 751
¥ dor 28 o

/3 ¥ fo

o A
Uil ¥, * ey s,
-(_’“:5/1 g, ity &
R g iy, A
Cop 58 ie




‘Make sure the hand in
your pocket is your own”

Forgetting obvious
in search of loud
speaker answer

Oliver
Phillips

JUST A THOUGHT

IRECEIVED an e-mail froma fa .
who could not recall Z Cars bei" g
played during the Bill McGarr sea-
son of 1963-64. He pointed out * 1at
the half-time scores were put )n
pegs during the second-half ¢ 1d if
they had a loud speaker syst m,
they would have read them ut.

It is funny how memory c: n play
tricks on you but whereas1 :ould
not pinpoint the first seasor they
had a loud speaker system, 1ey
most certainly had one in 1¢ 33-64.

I spent a lot of time on the er-
races that season and I reme nber it
quite clearly, with The Watft ~d
Observer journalist Pat Stodu art as
deejay. I can hear World With at
Love and Peter and Gordon si ging
“Please lock me away” wafting wer
the airwaves before the big crur ~h

match with Coventry City, as Ity e.

I think, back in 1957 or possibly
‘58, I heard the manager, Neil
McBain come on the tannoy during
half-time. He told us the lads were
playing quite well and if we got
behind them in the second-half, we
would probably win the game.

We took this on board, never que-
rying why he was not in the
dressing-room at the interval, deliv-
ering the same message or impart-
ing some of his tactical knowledge,
but then we did not know he was

probably having a gin or four to
give him the strength to face 45
aleohol-free s~~~ * " ~¥minutes.

That v . the first time1v.m
rem- _aber being conscious of 1.~
1o .d-speaker system but undoubu
_dly it had been in action before
that August.

I contacted former doyen of Vicar-
age Road, Ron Rollitt, who was able
to confirm the loudspeaker system
was there when he took up the post
as secretary on April 1, 1955. Ron
was the first person to be associated
with the system with his stentorian
“Keep off the pitch” instructions.

In fact, during the halcyon 1959-60
season, Ron made a statement that
was to be long remembered. A Wat-
ford trader had shut up shop, put
£200 takings in his pocket and
headed for Vicarage Road to take in
the Southampton FA Cup replay. A
fan came up to him and threw his
arms round the trader, while a col-
league lifted the £200 from his back
pocket.

Upon hearing that, Ron was asked
to warn fans of pickpockets over the
loudspeaker. He did so with the
memorable: “Make sure the hand in
your pocket is your own.”

However, that does not pinpoint
when the loudspeaker system was
in place. How many months or years
before April 1955 had they been in
nlace?

Tracked my brains and decided I
cow 1 not recall it being used for *..e
big tic ~eainst Manchester U .ed in
1950 but pe.~ns. Twon-_cd, when
they introduced tloodlights in 1953,
they also installed a loudspeaker at
the end of each stand.

It was open to question. Reg Sta-
cey, who made his debut with the

Hospital broadcast commentary
back in the 1954-55 season, can
remember the loudspeaker system
but cannot pinpoint when he first
heard it.

I tackled former groundsman Les
Simmons who worked on the grey-
hound track in far-off days. Did the

“reyhound Racing Association,
W 10 became involved on the Wat-
for 1board in the late 1940's, intro-
duc  the tannoy system?

Le. could not recall precisely
when fhe speakers were installed
but dc 's remember: “We had end-
less trc uble with them.”

Eithe ® way, it had been used for
some ye irs by the time McGarry
arrived it Vicarage Road and left
instruct ons for the theme for his
favourit TV programme to be
played o ‘er the tannoy.

Watfor 1played Z-Cars and
embark¢ 1on a record-breaking 27
home gz nes without defeat in the
daysof 'at Jennings, Duncan Wel-
bourne Charlie Livesey and George
Harris

Sury ising then that a fan from
those ays not only forgot the music
was J .ayed but also the existence of
the ] jud-speaker system.

B «t I can understand how the
m’ mory eluded him. Following a
t' o from statistician Trefor Jones, I
.00k a look at the Centenary His-
tory of Watford, which I actually
wrote. And there it was. The loud-
speaker system was first introduced
at Vicarage Road in 1947.

I can forgive myself for not
remembering back to 1947, but it is
harder to come to terms with the
fact I forgot I wrote all about it just
12 years back. Is that what they call
a senior moment?

ford—th nly club in the Football League with two—lJlohn Gavin and
T?']I.'B urduea%?nlr:":vsn?: l‘r‘:g ‘c‘lj;lus r:-l:szots. David and Hiohnel Rnll?tt the two-and-a-half-year-old
ot twin sons of Watford's secretary, Mr. R. 1litt.

David & Michael Rollitt,
club mascots in 1958, then
Watford supporters for life




"~ IT'S THERE!

Football in
the genes...

Keith Furphy
& David Rollitt

o W / g 7 5 A 9 B A e S
by his father, Watford manager Ken Furphy, elght-year-old Keith Furphy

ratched  daii . y
“.?’;‘F‘L' :;um out to play for Watford Fields School against St. Joseph’s School, Ozley.

’.i-'.fh him is gaily-sweatered goalkeeper David Rollett, 10-year-od son of the
Vatford club's secretary, Ron Rollett. The match? Watford Fields won 3—1,
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SECRETARY

RON ROLLITT

“ THATEVER the lempo,
whatever the fervour,

there's one man who can always
be found at Vicarage Road
with his finger calmly on the
pulse—Ron Rollitt. The 46-year-
old secretary has beem a part
of the Watford scene since
April, 1955, and during that
time he has served under six
Managers.

He makes no bones about the
fact that Ken Furphy ja
undoubtedly the best manager
he has served.

His work is varied and he
often confesses that “you don’t

5

Ll
mblﬁ with lh other.

His announcements over the
Tannoy vary from the harsh
“Keep off the pitch” 1o the
tongue-in-cheek “*Make sure the
hand in your pocket is your
own,"”

Tape-recording record shows,
booking meals and trains are
just some of the facets of a
never-ending  job.  Somehow
though, he always keeps his
temper.

So you want to be a League Club secretary?

You need sound knowledge of accountancy to prepare
and present financial reports

Draw up contracts, arrange signatures and witnesses
Organise Board Meetings
Attend to club correspondence

Knowledge of Football League regulations (75), FA Rules
(47) & rules of various Cup competitions

Public relations, answering calls etc
Notification of kick-off time to visiting team and officials

Advertisements placed in local newspapers, programme
prepared

Travel arrangements for away games

Match-day arrangements (turnstiles, stewards, police,
attendance figures, tannoy announcements, bars stocked,
rubbish collected etc)

Information to League after match (results, team and
match officials)

Pool account money (4% nett gate + season tickets) to
Football League for dividing between clubs

Home club pays away club per attendee (minimum £400)

FA Cup or League Cup matches bring bigger gates; press
and TV may be involved

In close season: arrange season tickets, repairs &
decorations, match day staff appointments, fixtures lists,

new contracts, programme advertisements, club
handbook.




Rush for
tickets at

Vicarage Rd

¥
g?)l”i Just two home Eames [¢
v\h. lIr Seems as though the
& ole of Watford wants to be gt
les » l "
: Carage cheer the
lornets Set
Division i

Road g
Into  the

‘ H‘H\\ secretary Ron Rollitt

It’s Just like a whirlwind here
a‘r the moment. The demand for
tickets for the Eames against
Plymouth on Tuesday and
Reading the following Saturday
:l:t‘\ ?w'n tremendous P;-f..pl';-
are ftreatin 4 2
e E the games ljke

The club have decided that
the fairest way to deal with the
unending demand is to sell the
available stand tickets for both
Bames al the ground this
Sunday morning.

Two each

The first tickets will be sold
at 10am and they will be limited
to two per person.

They will sell at the usual
prices of 9s for the centre
stand, 7s 6d for the Shrodells
stand and 6s for wing stands.
There will be no reduced prices
for children.

Season ticket holders, of
course, need take no action at
all. Their seats are guaranteed.

For those people without
stand tickets, Rollitt’s advice Is
“come early — especially on
Tuesday evening.”

And another plea from the
Watford secretary: ‘“Please
have the correct
a le if at all p

ney

Hats off
to Ron...

who i1s often
ed when the
unni

iscussed is the

OQNE man

a lool

L be d
ite this
chaos, Mr C
ther members of the staff
dealt calmly an fliciently with
all the queries, announced the
numerous team changes on both
gave the reason for Brian
Garvey s absence through in-
jury in the home team, wel-
comed the B.B.C. contingent in
a friendly and amusing manner
over the public address system
and found time to answer odd
enquiries from people who
couldn’t either find tickets which
had been booked or even their

seals.

S1aes,

LONG WAIT

Then came the boys who had
been  separated from  their
fathers in the crowd and were
fost. All this was tfaken in Mr.
Rollitt’s stride.

Mid-way through the game |
asked him if he knew whether
the receipts were a record or
not. He smiled and said: “1

gk dod ok ok ok ko ko k

Rollitt

staf

ouldn’t

en more than

minutes play
safe journe
Well done,

wished

v home

sir!

T. police
itch Mr
himsell
a few

evervone

Whirlwind demand
for tickets in
1969

Watford medals
for the loyal
ground staff

ATFORD are having a commemorative medal struck to

mark their first-ever season in the second division after 49

years of lower grade soccer—to be presented to some 8o
turnstile operators and stewards. Said Ron Rollitt, Watford secre-
tary: “The staff recipients all felt that such a medal would be of
more intrinsic value than any other reward for their services in this
great season.”

Rollitt revealed that the rush for season tickets has trebled the
500 issued for the season just ended. There are only 2,000 seats
available at Vicarage Road so the remaining 500 will be retained
for sale at the turnstiles on match days and also for visiting clubs
for Cup games.

Jim Bonser, Watford chairman, who has done so much to get
the club into a bigger share of the spotlight, is Preston-born and a
great admirer of the Deepdale club. 4

“It would be great if Preston were to be our first opponents in
the Second Division at Watford on the opening day of next season,”

he said. s




More ticket
logistics in 1969

When the tickets

'PRISONE

A GROUP of Watford
supporters spent the
ght at the police station
Monday but they
were not under arrest and
were rewarded with the
first of the Cup replay
tickets returned from
Manchester. It was all
part of the incredible
mix-up when 3,500 replay
tickets were lost and later
found.
Whenever the grand occasion
comes o Vicarage Road, secre-
Ron Rollitt 1akes the brunt
criticism. work and organi-
sation. but few of the hundreds
who g d r the tickets
returne i r SIC on
Tuesday ynin «new that
their wait had almost been in
yam
The 3.500 tickets vnwanted
by Manchester were lost on
Monday evening! They had left
Old Trafford in good time to
leave Manchester Piccadilly
early that evening and Mr.
Rollitt waited at Watford Junc-
ton
The Manchester
through but there were no
tickets on board. A hburried
check with Euston officials con-
firmed that the tickels were
never put on the train

train came

went astray

RS WERE GIVEN

PRIORITY

| had to get the Manchester
secretary out of bed to find out
if they had left the club. He
said they had and should have
arrived at the Junction later on
Monday evening.” related Ron
Rollitt

Returning to Vicarage Road
the secretary contacted the
BBC and the Press Association
to make announcements that
tickets would be on sale on
Tuesday afternoon and not in
the morning

Night in cells

“There were a number of
fans already queueing by that
time of night. I took their
addresses and promised they
would get priority, The police
offered them a lift home but as
they came from Harlow and
Harrow, they were taken back
lo the police station for the
night."”

After crc‘ctln
form the ear
the change of pli
returned to  his
His sleep was soon
by a call from the
firming that the @
was not a hoax.

“1 lay down on
after that bur scon

not:ccs to_in-

T'his time it _Wwas

another call
Junction, They

from Watford
had the tickets.”
A quick
national papers
there were no

check on the
revealed that

reports of the
change of plan. A call to the

BBC and Press Association fo
L'LH!L".‘! lhc announcements was
followed by a 6 am, trip to
the Junction to collect the
tickets,

After issuing tickets to the
fans at the police station, Ron
returned 1o the ground and set
up the turnstiles,

Mr, Rollitt had to control
the queues until the police
arrived. Then it was business as
usual as it had been on Sunday
and Monday.

@ Stories that supporters were
leaving Vicarage Road with
bunches of eight or nine tickets
on Sunda‘z‘ rnomlp;. were
dﬁllhd By

All-night queues
for 25,000
tickets

[ATFORD went “one degree over™—
Cup fever—at the weekend. Un
Vicarage Road on Sundsy
on the stadium.
By midday all e
tickets had been sold and
ody wes twrmed awny

ST ST

wons Migel anil

. W
m Flanedwos

WATFL .
TFORD OBSERVER 1oormag L

[
-
| am very happy about the way the

ticket selling went. It was a very smooth
operation. The queues formed in orderly
fashion and the police

did a wonderful job, ®

Mr. Ron Raollice, W

—drugged by a bug th
lleled scenes took pl
ming as over 22,000 people converpe
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HERE is a “policeman” permanently on duty during office
_hours at _Vicarage Road. The Club Secretary has been
appointed officially as the ‘“Ron Rollitt Police Force—such
force to have an authorised strength of one officer and to be
amalgamated with the Watford Division of the Herts
Constabulary.”

Ron, pictured above with a truncheon, has a document to
prove it as well. Drawn up at the Watford police station in
pseudo-legal form, it incorporates the names of nearly all the
players who took part in the Watford-Manchester United replay
in the text with some clever play on words.

The Watford secrelary was made an extension of the long
arm of the law after organising the crowds when the relllﬂi\l’
tickets, returned from Manchester, went on sale at Vicarage Roa
on the Tuesday morning. traffi

Police, 'delayed in arriving because of the heavy fm:
thanked Ron for his efforts, which brought the quick reply ITo
the secretary: “ Give me a truncheon and Pll join the fo Ron

And now Watford Police have taken him at his word.
Rollitt is now an honorary member of the “fuzz.

Furphy.
Now for
the title

IT WAS business g
for Watford ;0:: u;(ul:“' |
Furphy today. While tpe |
Watford players
after their promotion |
celebrations of last nighy, |
Furphy started a hard day’s |
work at 8.30am.

From his Vicarage Road
office he sald: “I've success-
fully completed the job I came
here to do. My first aim was to
win promotion for Watford.

“Now we are aiming at the
championship. The lads badly
want to win the gold medals
that go with it. After getting
promotion I am sure we will
relax a little and now 1 know we
can do it."”

m Club chairman Jim Bonser:

“This is the high spot of the

club's history. 1 have been

waiting 11 years for this, and

now I am delighted and very,

very proud.”

m Secretary Ron Rollitt: “It's
just great. Thisis what we've
always wanted.”

m Skipper Keith Eddy: “Now
we want to be champions. This
has been a great team effort
Everyone here has worked very
hard for it.”

® Roy Sinclair, who scored the
vital goal: 1 wasn't sure the
ball had gone over the line, but
that was the most important
goal [ ever scored.”

& Pat Dunne, Plymouth keeper:
“I was sure the ball didn't go in
the goal. I thought it bounced
on the right side of the line and
I was amazed when the referee
gave a goal.

® Bert Slater, coach who has
played a big part in Watford's
success: “This is a great night
for us. It is just what we all
wanted. Now we can go on to do
anything.”

® Doug Hewish, Supporters
Club official: “It's just marvel-
lous. Ken Furphy has done a
marvellous job In producing
the team to get us promotion.

Ron joins the
fuzz and it’s

Happy
Hornets 1969

Feverish!

Already, as Vicarage Road
officials prepare for Watford’s
last two home games, interest
in the club is reaching fresh
heights. Secrctary Ron  Rollitt
reports that the atmosphere is
“like a Cup-tie.”” Watford have
made their seating accommoda-
tion for the matches with Ply-
mouth (Tuesday) and Reading
(next Saturday) an all-ticket
affair.

“I think we have good reason
to expect something in the
region of 25,000 ‘gates’,” he told
thtlt “O}l‘)server."

n the meantime the ha
Hornets, flushed with their 132?{
success at Plymouth on Tuesday

- =




The To

wn pays tribute

wATFORD FG
REGEPTION

- down on Watlord Football Club's most successful season
HE curtain Was r":“:m]l on Thursday, Watford Borough Council, on behalf of

at Watford Towr
Ik a

the fownsio
dinner and dance, e
It was & fitting 5)
made it, by the town that
The climax of the
gvening Was when hm.[_
ball Leagué Ttph‘kenl:-
tive, Mr. Michael _9]1 -
gten, chairman of l:rlmr]v.
ton Adthletic, I:\J_’h_-.ully
resented the Division 3

championship Cup.

“] think it came &s DO suf-
that Watford, after
:\:;ﬁ i::u ot last guined full
membership  of  the League
This has been_on the cards for
some Gime. The only surprise
was that it has taken so long
1o do i

“When your chairman takes
s place as a full member he
can hold his bead high. 1 feel
Walford and Swindon
make s marked impact in the
Second Division next season.”

Presenting the trophy, 1o the
accompaniment of o fanfare
of trumpets, Mr. Gliksten
concluded : “Congralulations
on a wonderful achievement.
You not only won it but won
it well'

Order of
the night

Congratulations were  (he
order of night, starting
with those of Swindon Town,
the club who will jein Watford
in Division 2 and Luton Town
who made such a valiamt hid
& win pramotion

of  Watford

Merrifield),

pr ii‘rrg the !wla’

0 Watford FC, e

I'rn;n i duh&md telegrams
reak| hix
inig ﬂ:fl;' part

the manager

and
the team he wuig: o
E‘:&‘ their hearts apd L
i leam and played as
_ o var

d all who W

ded by 500.
nﬂl:llhuw 10 a memorable achievement .

had waited and prayed for it

| Euhh: relations team as
&

will |

'‘Marked
impact
in
Division 2’

lives. The leam sct a fing
le

exar
“Not only have we
team of players but a

a good

zood

well."
added

Referring to Ken Furphy. the
manager, the Mayor said: *1
have often heard the chairman
say—and | know he means it—
that Ken s the besi manager
we have ever had ot Vicarage
Road."

Addressing his remarks o
the manager, the Mayor went
on: *I have met you often and
scen the way the boys respond
to you and scen the way
visiting clubs hold you in
esteemn and the quiet way in
which you go about your
lob. . . . Sincerely, an behalf of
everyone here tonmight — con-
gratulations, well done. 1 think
you can take tremendous pride
that you have had the | per
cent effort from the team.’

To the chairman and direc-
tors, the Mayor said: “‘We
are pleased and proud that you
had the courage to do the job.
Thank you for what you have
done and we give you three
Years to get into Division |
and five years to win the FA
Cup.

Chairman  Jim Bo f
that the moment nrm:rrzu,':pla
iting  for.

ish the club well in Division 2 staged a celebration

to the men who had

not
dded  Mr

ent  on

Manchester
onser
10 compliment
2 h“'lfg.- were  a
atford club o O e

Finally

i welcamed
puests

y, he
which included
tatives from Millwall, Bristol
(.illt_ Queens  Park angers
Swindon Town and Luton
Town

Calculated
planning

‘Mo words of mine can
adequately express the great
satisfaction 1 know we all feel
Winning the championship was
no hit-or-miss . affair. 11 was
nchieved by calculated planning
on and off the field.”" explained
manager Ken Furphy

The manager offered his
thanks to the many people
behind the scenes who have
contributed to the success of
the club.

Ihe final response to the
toast was by Keith Eddy, the
Watford skipper.

Following the
players were presented with
their medals and each also
received & reproduction
Georgian  tankard from
Corpomtion.

the
represen-

speeches the

sulver,

A further presentation wasi
that of o cake made by the
students of the catering depart-
ment of Cassio College :

. . And so to Division &




aﬂor etes the happy Homets

PROMOTION TO 19§
SECOND DIVISION

SEASON 1sar/o

The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Watford

request the pleasure of the company of
Mr. and Mra, R.E. Roliitt

ol a

CIVIC RECEPTION

to be held at The Town Hall, Watford, on Thursday, 15th May 1969,
in celebration of
the Watford Assaciation Faothall Club
securing promation to the Second Division
of the Football Leagus
RS.V.P. (by Bth May) to:

tha Mayor's Secrelary,

Dy 7,98 p for 808 pm.
Mayor's Parlaur, Wathard _

PLEASE PRESENT THIS CARD AT THE ASSEMBLY ROO

’ : Kards presented fo elub
v it shares o joke Georginn tan
N eis -“"3 ::-.-lu r.-w of Watlord members while Mr Jim Bonser, iclu.ln
with nllr-'hltll u:.lll, have certainly gt rhnllmm;. shows h"“pr'."“(..:.;'ﬂﬁ)v"‘
adl ball uhy, w ’ /
I o amile about. Last nlght they / %

1]
rd burough gounel
it f ""“n il the Town Mall

plenty 0
ware gues
at @ dinner and ll.ul»"”“".‘ g

L celehrete thelr > ! r's ARD I ' ‘” , CQ'Ebration Dinner & DanCe .-\'
lu-1-l--.--l-uu-t-‘l‘:-l-':'"m_ of the siiver / T o] p - ) N

BY THE WATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL
IN HONOUR OF WATFORD FOOTBALL CLUB

Terry SCOtt’ eX- Champions of the Third Division
Watfo rd Fle I dS of the Football League — Season 1968/69

S C h O O I b Oy HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, WATFORD

ON THURSDAY, THE 15th MAY, 1969




Manager Furph = T
<tands at phy at home with wi
. *h'. ll'[‘L St wife Doris and children Susan and Keith — foothall and family {ifs re

iz lahelled

those bene: 1th Iln
] lighting
arridor

< But not
OFFICES have windows. Bu rrificia

Y vld of @
Road [ere liesa broller W rid
1 at the end of the 'III:GIF Ron Rol
5 z *bell and state y© ;  (his side 1s Ron Rollit’'s
B, p I’l'-“'“ hateh (n the eretary and manager
BB sup you may BLINESE B
gup you

BRe oiher side ken Furph
'hl' whale o
o of Walll

. ANXIOUS DAYS AND
SLEEPLESS NIGHTS
FOR THE MEN
IN THE BACK ROOM

pitch with the rest af the diared 10 drive our big T -, AL QL ™ hours,” says Ron 'Bul with e 1 er-qume
at fhe start of o round this ared ThEred 56 i el el . LS SRty D s ABOVE: Secrets
much traffic” 30 letters a (day lo Be akesall day Furphy's arrival He admils
answered, and with lakf On Thursdays the woles { he s getting a bit past ;:
season's success the Hgurl sre ratdiand an Eridays comp joining training Sessions BELOW: Ti
rose Lo 150 & day e preparations for But you have to be careful
Safurday,  plus  preparcing when  mentioning Pt Mol
programmes and writing loy's ftness. 1 Teel like &
someol (he notes voung man of 30 and I'm the
same welght now as | wis in

Ron Rollift has heen
™o takes Doris 0 many Watford's secretary for 14
missed . Ang function l_.- s e w 1] when he left
of the snends  every week. Es 2 firm of accountants in the
e/drapr pecially wih last seasons town and he has never
151 euuldn’l 5 he has been in regreited the decislon
with invitations (o ‘I'we. gol & notlee In_ my c J Then it's Saturday again,
‘ e D e it A fanmnll “Weell  and & day of instant action by pt?!;:;a "l:,’:n;w Lgtas
Work ] r . have 1o be 10 work r jographs & daf In reiurn for this and I |,em : gf I
ork alldl drs |[|.\I|\ tid me - put it helps’ The 1 threquests @ kel Iheg working iwe oy thres nights 8 ek ; klis* e
, ; ek be quite (ntaleral phed by the player week ns well, Ron geis Just WHE ndgwe.ﬁ llnntmmm—m
u ‘_?J‘T) : v e st af the'mail is morf 1wo weeks hollday a year. The suven dayainiieel ¥ i
yremind oot s : with  business  Closed seuson s no rest eure: e 1L ;
: 3 veryhody knows how
Born S - i : 3 We ; I nulrkly managers come
ees In 1031 L . ; ! s S kets jRle. T ga in 1his game.® h"m“"g e
ip inomeof 1t serve : ; et \ “But 1 was looking up e

A nguru the u:h-r day — 1
ome ‘!::'.I‘ No fh()ught L Wattord
of moving

r g 1 o Normally if might b only
hours ) figure selpts, makink i C { hundred 11t o
,..umll ; o snnOUNCements over the tage where people ad o
" 2 0 nding to lost |JI||‘ \n person@r by psi IE
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discovers & ot fnlo the country. ] havea Correspondence of all Lok the woges Workoms, 1t
| Ul I've never kinds is one of Mr Rollitt's would only take i eliple of

1
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Tuned in for the
FA Cup draw

1970

PICTURED in their d -oom al Vicarage Road yesterday where they listened to the FA Cup
j ianager Ken Furphy and the Watford p

semi-final draw are m layers. Front row (l-r): Tom Walley,
2arry Endean, Mike Packer. Ken Furphy, Ray Lugg, and secretary Ron Rallitt.

T




Watford v Chelsea in FA Cup 1970

touts.
move in

l] you havent goi a
ticket for Saturday's
FA Cup Semi - Final
between Watford and
Chelsea thenm younr
chances of seeing (he
game are nil
“All sold” signy wenl wp al
Chelsea, Watford and  (he
#taging club Totenham, yes-
terday (Tuesday).
Watlord’s  allocation  of
18000 tickes was nearly all
wwallowed wp by the 20,000
(ans who queued ot Vicarage
Road on  Sunday
Less than 50 unsold ground
tickets were left over, They
found buyers om Monday
morming and Watlord's Sec.
relary  Ron  Rollit  reported
yesferday (hat enclaimed wes-
son tickets had also gome,
While there  were  some
estimated 20000 fama  af
Vicarage Road on Senday
morming. the supply was far
in excess of the demand =i
White Hart Lane, where Toi- Despite Watford's good in-
tenham  sald  thelr 1 tent, some did manage (o bexl
ticket  allocation. d.nﬁ’ Vi (ke sysiem. The club
promptly  dashed Wi vouchers  guarant
Rl and staried sell lldum lor fams who used
camping out in W (he snsurcessful atfard Friday evening's
to get tickets or Inmk with Hull City. In some cases
helping to get the
terraces cleared of snow for Keen demand
Friday night's mateh, under “Peayly & . fer
the watchjul eve of Ken m...nﬂ:. uuml.oqm
Furphy, Watford's young tcker per
fans demonatraled squal
enthusiaem

CGraphic Photos E6330/86307
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WATFORD RURAL PARISH COUNCIL
M. JOHNSON .

26 CRNIGWELL AVENUE;
RADLETT,
HEDTe

HERTFORDSHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

I'HI

Telephont

tramel Hempstead 55323
HOME Hemel Hempsteac

Dear Ron, SOUTH-WEST DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE
Y. DENE VOOD CLOSE

May I on behalf of the e tt, Esq. :
the Watford FC players on the m at i Fo Cly v an “\-\nI:;:\_
TS

Jim Harrowell and I we WATFORD, reiephone—Wattord 2
FA Trophies would be restimng in 11th B reh,
a marvellous effort that would Dear Mr. Rollitt,

I have received

Best wishes for the re _
of the French Footba

R, E, Rollitt, Bsq., and League, My great disappoi
Watford Association Football  produce in this County do not ¢ “On behalf of t]

Club Ltd., trial W $ pl
e ! : 5 What 2 1 [ Please convey oy
Vicarage Hoad Ground - pityl to Chairman :;né'

Wat ford, P1 + Club for qualifj
Léase as ] e
P 5 on to your Fad, Cap,..and. co

Semi-ginal match, We wish you delegates last y

e T
4 v I“"tjf'\-/{'-r_z’i 1
strugnell,

~B8C.

Heartiest congratulations...
Magnificent victory...
Wonderful achievement...
Splendid performance...




The £.s. d. of a Cup run

'S NOT A FORTUNE! |

—that’s what Watford find after counting the costs |

CONTRARY to popular belief,
Watford FC are not making a
fortune out of their FA Cup run.

So far they have picked up about £11,000
and although the receipts from the semi-
final with Chelsea are expected to total
around £45,000, Watford's share will be a
little under £10,000.

“We are glad to have the extra money a
Cup run brings In but we are certainly not
going to become Charlle Clores over:
night,” commented Watford secretary
Ron Rollitt.

If my calculations are right, Watford
can expect to net £24,000 from the Cup if
they are beaten by Chelsea on March 14.
That's a few thousand less than they
recelved when they sold Tony Currie to
Shelfield United a couple of seasons ago!

For people who are wondering why
Watford will earn only £10,000 from the
semi-final, here is a break-down of where
the money goes.

For a starl, the expenses of running the
game — printing, stewards and police,
referee and linesmen — will come to about
£1,000. Then the club staging the game,
Tottenham Hotspur in this case, will
receive a percentage of the gate, which
will be in the region of £4.500.

This leaves approximately £39,500 of
which 25 per cent goes 1o the Football
Assaclation, 25 per cent to each competing
¢lub and 25 per cenl to the Cup pool. So
Watlord's share of the gate money will be
ahout £9,900.

by MIKE GREEN

The money in the pool is divided equally
between the 92 clubs in the Football
League and It works out at about £3,000
apiece. Add this sum to the receipts from
the semi-final and the other four rounds
and you arrive at a figure not far short of
£24,000.

Bul this does not take into consideration
the money the club spends preparing the
players for a Cup match. For example,
keeping the players together in a hotel the
night hefore the game would cost in the
region of £100,

Taking the players away for a week's
training and special preparation means a
lay-out of about £1,000.

But, as manager Ken Furphy points out,
this Is a case of speculating to accumulate.
Nobody can say that the money spent on
preparing the team for the Cup-ties has
not been wisely spent so far,

The players also have written Into their
contracts that they will receive a fixed sum
of money for appearing In the semi-final
and final, while the bonus for a win in the
semi-final is £20 per man.

Of course, If Watford beat Chelsea and

move Into the Cup Final, their profil from

the run could double. Lasl year recelpts
for the final totalled £128.000.

It's anybody's guess what the
staging the final works out at, but !
would recelve 25 per cent of

per cent of the tickets, but there you are,"
he went on.

“It encourages black market dealings.
especlally If a London club gets into the
final as will happen this year.

“An allocation of 16,000 would not bhe
sufficient to satisfy our s ers so
imagine what problems clubs Chelsea
and Manchester United have.™ Y e




Sunday Mirror GiantKiller Cup 1969/1970

The Editor of the Sunday Mirror
has pleasure in inviting

e £ ol

to a celebration dinner

in honour of Watford Football Club
on Tuesday, 7th April

The Red Lion Hotel, Radlett
Reception 9.30 p.m. for10.00 p.m.

Informal dress

R S.V.P. The Editor, Sunday Mirror, 33 Holbor




This is thé squad that kICkS oh‘ fhe 1970 n seaéo

® Left to right — back row: Bernard Lewis, Ken Owen, Stewart Scullion,
Dixie Hale, Ray Lugg, John Pearce, Stuart Lowrie, John Farley, Ernie C | U b

Talbot, Colin Franks, Terry Garbett. Cenire row: Barry Endean, Ron
Wigg, Walter Lees, Mike Packer, Bill Jennings, Derek Edmonds, Mick / -
Walker, Ray Hyde, John Williams, Richard Payne, Ron Walker, Roy = O'FFIC|a|S
Sinelair, Larry MeGettigan. Front row: Charlie Woods, Bert Slater, /
Duncan Welbourne, Ron Rollitt, 5. A. Lepard, Ken Furphy, Jim Bonser,

James Harrowell, Keith Eddy, George Altken, Garry Hayes.




A well-deserved reward for dependability
and tireless work 8 Aug 1971

OLLITT STEPS UP

by MITCHELL PLATTS

Secreta Ron iS at UJa;t job b}utﬁheyt:"“ﬁ@!
experience o e other s
RON ROLLITT, for 16 years ry

business, such as the running
club and ground improvements.
secretary of Watford Football = mens

: = “Ron Rollitt knows all
Club, has been promoted to a app0|nted Bon I the pictu;
position that will make him now 1e way

both general manager and

secretary of the Vicarage Road l ma ; ¥al
club — a move that will leave genera Ll L
George Kirby, who commences N ol

his duties on Monday, to deal
L : general
strictly with team affairs. Club.

Rollitt was informed of his new “This
double-role last night when, following become
the AGM, the Watford board held their been wi
usual meeting when both the chairman club fr
and vice-chairman of the club resign. come &

‘hA.“e" he had been reelected as “A team
chairman Jim Bonser told me: “George the trainin;

Kirby has come to us as team manager of his tes
RON ROLLITT and we have made Ron Rpllitt the of p




Elton John concert

for the
Hornets

)
I“" Star Elton John's interest in Watford (see froni

Page stary) could result in bringing a bevy of
showbusiness personalities to Vicarage Road. Already

mentioned ag likely to

join Elton and show busi

ness MMpressario Vie Lewis ns  vice-presidents, are

Liverpool singer Cilla

Cilla Black lives in
Denham. Vic Lewis liv
W Flusidey . andElon
John is currently moving
house in Virginia Water

v n completely
penuing (n wanting (o help thy
club,” he added

Organised

Ehon John areved at Vicar-
nge Rood  just before diashing
oll gn the commencement of i
tenswech  tour  of  Ameérica,
Weantlng  his fomous  plagform.
heeled  shoes and  with  bright
mauve doshes of calouring in
his hair, he was introduced o
club chairman Jim Bonser for
o meeling  orgonised by the
Watlord dhﬂvcr.

Hoth Elion and Vie Lewis
were glven o condugted tour of
% mlirlﬂ and b ilf.l_lnp'&l!r:ld

 They d g o)

Black and songwriler Don
Black of Born Free lame,

. - " JORN FOR)
“poe MAR SFoRo s0ARD?

>

LY

1

Firsi aguin, [rom i
Watford Observer Lt May

b
J 1 e
Dwight who
IV next doo 1 I T
in  Springhield Close. Croxlk
Citeen

He and his  cousin Su
used 19 pop in regalarly until
they lefi the arca when he wa
about five or six. | was a Wy
ford fan but | don't know of

indocirinated  him  then, "
he recalls

“He used to live In Pinnet
The whole family was keen
an foolball” His cousin of
course was gquite o player. Roy
Dwight who played for Not
tingham  Forest in the Cup
Final."

Concert for the
Golden Boys in
the year of
Goodbye Yellow
Brick Road (1973)

|
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i
CHRISTMAS is one ol
the busiest thmes of (he
veal far fuatballers
While the rest of us arc
eating drinking anil
belng gencrolly merry
they are preparing for
lwo matches on  sue
cessive dovs

Sa L hristimas at @ fonibail
¢lulh hss e be celvbrated
carly and Watlord el
thelr party &l the YMCA
eenire. Charier House, last
alghi

O]
00

OF course. when s club has
8 man like Elton John as
chalrman, any party s
bl (0 be a hil special
Eltom enwaged Moy Castle as
the cuharel and he kepi
everyany amused with a
giring of Jokes shout the
Wailard players

Byt after last  nlght's
eelehrations 1 wos back in
work foday whe Ihe
players were pul through o
strietl Crminlog session

0]

0o

As lTor Chrisimas liself
the players havye heen
instruciod o report (o an
hotel on Christmas alter
noon In propuration for ihe
following day's malch, ai
Vigarage Rood agains!
Northamplon

A of(er that game, they
leave Immedialely for
Torgyusy where they play on
the Tuesday

Ahave, Eltan with o new
Togk hulrsiyle jokes with
oy Castle on the hagplpes
Manhager Graham Taylor,
bt and seceelary  Ron
Rallitt, right, Jain in (he fun

Picturs: MIKE DELLOW

The latest
stepping
stone to a

WATFORD TOOK their latest steps towa reds

the bullding of n “super”

when, after a board

club this week
meeting

on Monday,

they decided to advertise for an Executive

Manager

Just how kreat the powers of the new man will be. oo
ona ul the ¢lub was prepared (0 sy
bolleved that he will be the man Lo oversee Lho planned
re-developmont of the Vicarage Noad stadium

And os the club have
campany seeretary auuli
ficatioms and experionce
in foothall affairs, it would
nppear that oxeculive
marnger 1 possibly
another term for mana
wing director

I underatand that the salary
fur the joh (s negotiabile s
the board hove shown in the
past that they are not melined
b serimp when it s 8 guestion
of potting the richt man for
thi (ih

And there (s no auestion of &
vurren! member of (he
Watford staff woine 1o mkn
way far him e is expecivd 1o
wark hand o wlove with
wenernl manager Kon Kol

Diviston

ndvertised

i, A aﬁf e

big tme lane befor
arrives :

Bul 11 s generally

for a man with
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A RAC

relegation ! l W A1 f l '
H . a 0 r
W O - iE Road sets Furphy, who is a United ment over re
iside Lh lraums: and prolcs onal ind { nol er
? r 4 - f recent -ourse Watford bal
. VCC kK for a first team Doy
Iriendly with Shefficld Before the game
lited this evening (Tues-  presentation will be made
s testimonial Season the plu_-t:r‘ you
Cen Furphy is bringing voled to recejve the Wat-
The Watford Observer 2 [ull first-team squad ford Observer Trophy
A including old favourites It will be Williams’s
analyses the facts and | : R S S SN 8
. Y_ oy f .~ Colin Franks, Tony farewell to Vicarage Road
paints a few fingers ina Currie. Keith Eddy and after ten years with the
close-season serles Terry Garbett and will Hornets and he will be
starting this week| probably give a firsti-team  keeping his fingers crossed
run-oul lo his son Keith

that the recent disappoint- of arena or stand tickets
S »
o
=T

=
=%

“"
-
P

L4

Club general manager Ron
Rollitt could have chosen a hap-
pier night to mark his 20th an-
niversary with the club, Club
chairman Jim Bonser presented
him with a memento of the occa-
sion after Tuesday night's defeat
by Walsall. From left to right:
Ron Rollitt, Vic Lewis, Geoff

* Smith, Mike Keen, Jim Bonser,

Muir Stratford and Jim

Harrowell,

Twenty years with the club (1975)
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THE ANXIOUS FACES TELL THE STORY OF A GRiM NiGHT AT VICARAGE ROAD

Wosdieid und
Fut Medloy

*| didn’t know whal o say = -
‘o the nlavers. admils Keen

Watford 2 Walsall 3 by !\TI-HE GREEN

an _ing
Walsall Tonk
ATh minute

e ear

¢ sk ~ gL oete Al Seullvan again ruived the
certainly Beye scored with s area A when - hapes of Wallord suppor
couple of inaders » hall w imerrepiing & bad
The S Mo utl  bulletahew .
et wruse (0 "
rig b- ch l-\ \\Illlnlm It was Greenhalgh's [rs 5
vl ince [oining the clb “;‘Ru:::,ﬁ ot 7
should have been thn
remendous And in (ho #81h mimite.
by Watford But smnnw wruck min with &
ptrangely, they weni off the  Tow shal inth the cor
boil far 4 epe iley u:{l ihe netand that was
rval
leading seorer Russ Jenkina If mattered it}
wh vubgtjitted for Mayes selich "““'“I'" -] l T
-+ E able 1
could awl v guing sxain, arke v went 11y W absall moe”
A tremendous drive by hud-ral
Seullion had Kearns hm wann'L wven
scrom (o save bul

® The dissppoinied Wallord (ans make their leellngs known ai ihe end of
et might's maich wilk some demonsiraling for the resignation of
chalrman Jim Bonser




Official Programme 10p

ALL STAR Xi

RON ADLLITT TESTIMONIAL MATCH

Fridwy, 3th Apeil, 1876
Kick-off 7.30 pom.

WATFORD'S effort to
sign former centre-halfl
Tom Walley hit a snag over
the weekend., The
Welshman saw manager
Mike Keen on Friday but
was unahle to agree terms.

Walley has been on Divi-

1 Two wages since leaving

arage Road and has given
their manager George
Petchey good service ower
the past four years. It is
because of this that Orient
decided to ask only a
nominal fee for the central
defender — believed 1o be
£3.000 — hnﬁing that Walley
can better himsell through
lerms.

“We've had a couple of
problems but [ am still
hopeful that these can be
overcome and we can make
the signing,” said Keen on
Menday.

® On Frniday night, Ehon
John, Watford’s new chair-
man, accompanied by his
band, gave a two-hour per-
formance at Bailey's for Ron
Raollitt's testimonial.

Ron’s Testimonial
1976




it was a new look Elton John who saw Watford |

the second round of the FA Cup on Saturday.

... And it was a “‘chuffed who watc

next round on television

“If we had to be dra
declared Watford’s super st

Above: Eltoh John in the directors’ bar at Watford Football dub. Left: in
the directors’ box at a match. The cloth cap covers a £700 hair transplant

|
|

Elton John has always seemed an umlikely pop star.
'Even in hoola-hoop spectacles and sequinned suits, he
 mever looked the part. He was always too short, too
‘plump, too thoughtful. He’s still earning £7 million
a year from pop, but at 30 he’s also the successful chair-
man of Watford Football Club. Now he’s changing his
image, facing a career without live shows, and lamenting
his neglected private life: “You do so much for your
career, what do you actually want for yourself?”

% % k% % % %k k ok

Chairman & secretary
(1977)




wl tford

Ootbg||
lub

Kick-off

7.30 p.m

A.F.C.

BOURNEMOUTH
Tues. 27th Sept. 1977

Football League
Division 4

1y last notes | did indicate that we hoped to have the tickets

me with West Bromwich on sale today. 1 understand,

wever, that there are difficulties from their end particularly as at

he present time they are dealing with four all-ticket matches. 1t will

be nearer the Bth October before we actually reccive the tickets, but

it is in order for you to apply by post now if you so wish. The tickets

are priced £2 for the stand and £1.50 for the enclosure seats and

again, it would be appreciated if a stamped addressed envelope was
enclosed with each application. As I mentioned before, the ground admission will be £1 on the day,

with no half price admissions at all.

To assist everyone, supporters and staff alike, 1 would like to repeat the telephone numbers
which you should ring for certain information. For any enquiry in connection with the Pools office
or Away Travel, the number to ring is Watford 25761. An additional number for Away Travel is
that of Rugcr Fleming at Milton Keynes 74681. For the Soma[ Club the nurnh_erl is 20714, If it is
tickets or any other information you require, the numbers to ring Monday to Friday are Watford
21759 and 24729, On match days the number w_ling to b_ook tickets is 24729 @5 our answer sct is
connected 21759 which initially gives out match information concerning the availability of tickets
ete., and from the time of kick off gives the latest score.

3.00 p.m.

DARLINGTON

Sat. 24th September, 1977

Football League
Division 4

swer 10 g
y informed that al ts have in fact been sold
se notes are read by someone who did not see last
nme, the tickets for the match at West Brom will not
il Bth October. Postal application can be made now
ed by a stamped, addressed envelope and the appropriate
remittance. The stand seats are £2, enclosure seats are £1.50

The Club is organising another of the popular Race Nites in the Vice Presidents lounge. This
will be on October 27th and admission including Refreshments is £1 and tickets are available from
the Club Office. In addition to the Races there will be a showing of the Film of Pele's New World at
7.30 p.m

In view of the fact that England are playing ltaly at Wembley on November 16th a new date is
being sought for the reserves match at Peterbarongh.

For several reasons, not the least of which is the success enjoyed to date on the field, slight

rations will be made to the method of entry to Shrodells Stand. We will in fact be reverting to

e system used some time ago whereby Adults and children will be able to go through the same

turnstile. Tickets will be issued as you go through the 'stile. The date on which this will take place
depends on how guickly the tickets can be printed.

Talking of tickets, a reminder that these can be booked in advance either by calling at the office
or by telephone up to three hours before the time of kick off. If you fancy having the same seat for
every match you can of course buy a season ticket or have your name placed on our permanent
booking list, For further information of this latter scheme give me a ring at the Club.
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SUPERSTAR Rod Stewart joined "Elf
cheering on Watford in their game with
veslerdiay

Rod was a guest of Hornets ehajirman |
and from the way he jumped to his feel Lo
Watford scored the winning goal seven
the end he has obviously becomé a firm
the Hornels as well.

Rud, who knows plenty about the
played as an amateur for Brentford a fe
was among the 17,000 crowd at Vicarage R




Division Four champions Elton’s cup of (ﬁ}é}w_"

-t =
o

T

]

Watford aim to crack the crowd record

ROLL UP FOR THE

SEASIDE SPECIAL

A 20,000 crowd could be hailing Watford as Division Four champions
when they entertain Southend a week on Saturday.
Tickets for the game have been selling ever since Graham Taylor's men elinched

pre

they play at Vicarage Ros

again 80 it looks as though the

champlonship will be won on

Fareign soil

The first chance comes On

Saturday, when the Hormels
visil Scunthorpe, followed by
a Ilrip to Grimsby next
Tuesday

Mt whatever happens in
those Iwo games, there Is
bound to he a carnival
stmosphere at the ground the
folluwing Saturday to face
second-placed Southend

The demand for Uckets has
been 4o grest that the club
have had to say that they
cannot  aecept lelephone
applications.

“Fersonal and postal sppll-
cations are fine,” sald general
manager Ron Rollitt, ' But we
cannol have the situation
where 1,000 fans are queuing
for thelr tickets on match
day "

Watfurd's best home al-

1978

 motion with a 2-1 win at Bournemouth on Tuesday
Now Watford need just two points to clinch the title. The club hay

e two away matches before

[ B MARK GARROD

tendance this season came on
January 2, when 16842 fans
saw Hartlepool beaten 140,

But although that figure Is
almost certaln to be beaten,
the club record of 34,088 for
the FA Cup tie agalnst
Manchester United in 1968 is
unlikely to be toppled

Even if Watford do seal the
title before next Saturday
there will still be plenty of
(argets to aim for.

Lincoln's Fourth Division
points record, el when
Graham Taylor was manager,
stands at 74 and the Hornels
can only afford (o drop one
point from their last seven
games Lo beat that.

Lincoln also hald the record
for the most number of wins in

a season — 32. Watford's tally
stands at 28

The revivial at Vicarage
Road can be seen in the fact
thal the new foodlights will
be installed tomorrow night
and the lamps fitted next
Tuesday

Already half ot the total cost
of about E15000 has been
ralsed through donations.

And the prospects for next
year look bright, The sale of
season tickeis Is golng well
and Interest in the club has
rocketed.

Taylor will probably choose
from 12 men who beal
Bournemouth for the game
against Scunthorpe, his home-
town side. i

Skipper Sam Ellls still has
his leg In plaster and the

GRAHAM TAYLOR

prospecis of him returning
before the end of the season
don't look too bright.

So Taylor's only major
declslon s the now familiar
one of whether Brian Pollard
or Luther Hissett starts the

game.

RON ROLLITT

The chances ar
Pollard, who leurzdm;rt.
place and Bimen will satnr s
substitute. gy, Ly

u Watford Resery

;cmm yu;erdny. e:.rn;.:r: l‘:-no
raw at Peterboro

Midweek League. Spbetss

IT'S OURS! Watford FC
chalrman Elion John and
general manager Ron Rallitt
show off the Fourth Division
Champlonship trophy at &
Presa conference at Vicar-
age Hoad today.

The Hornets made sure of
the (itle with a 140 win at
Scunthorpe, The fans will
get thelr first glimpse of the
trophy before Saturdsy's
toprof-the-table clash
agalnst Southend United.
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ROLLITT
RECORDS
HELP

US OUT

WATFORD secretary
Ron Rollitt (left) came
to the rescue with
information about a
letter sent in after the
Evening Post-Echo had
asked readers to recall
their favourite moments
at Vicarage Road.

Mr Rollitt’s memory goes
back a long way — asdo his
records and those of Johnny
Hartburn, the club’s com-
mercial manager and a
former player.

They have programmes
and scrapbooks relating to
the Hornet's exploits of the
past and were glad to help
out this week.

On Thursday we pub-
lished a letter from Mr
Seymour Izzard, who des-
cribed a fourth round FA
Cup clash between Watford
and Manchester Unlted.

Mr lzzard, of Pentland

Road, Bushey, could not
recall the year or the crowd

at Vicarage Road but
secretary Ron was quick to
answer,

He remembers standing
in the crowd of 32,419 on
January 28, 1950 and still
has the match programme.
And he tells us that record
gate receipts of £4,500 were
taken.

Ron says the disputed
goal scored by Watford
winger Taffy Davies, but
disallowed by the referee

went in. “I was in line with
the posts. There was no

doubt about it — the
goalkeeper jumped up and
the ball was well over the
line before he scooped it
out,” he said.

Watford lost 1/0 to a last-
gasp Jack Rowley goal, but
the game was something to
savour.

As Johnny's scrapbook
shows, the Press hailed
Watford’'s third round
replay win at Preston which
earned them a crack at
United. Almost 29 years
later Watford drew the Red

A e e e

Devils in the League Cup at
Old Trafford. .. and won.

Don't forget to keep those
letters rolling in. Address
them to the Sports Editor,
Evening Post-Echo Limited,
31 Mark Road, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts HP2 7BU
and you could be in line for a
£10 prize. There are alsg -
runners-up prizes of £5.

And if you have any old

Watford soccer
) Pictures,
;”lfd be glad to pablish
€m. They would, of
course, be returned.




RON ROLLITT, general
manager of Watford Foot-
ball Club, is in hospital
with a broken leg after a
car crash at the weekend.

Mr Rollitt who has been
with the club for about 25
-years, is in a “comfortable”
condition at Huntingdon
County Hospital.

He was driving his Ford
Cortina accompanied by his
wife Alma when the car hit
black ice on the Al at Alcon-
bury, Cambridgeshire, and

went out of control, slid down
embankment and rolled

'y A%

Rollitt
injured
in car
crash

WATFORD’s general
secretary Ron Rollift is in
hospital following a car
crash on Saturday. Mr
Rollitt and his wife Alma
were travelling to visit
relatives in  Newcastle
when their car skidded on
ice just outside Cam-
bridge.

' ..‘.l .\: e
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RON ROLLITT

The long-serving Wat-

?

CHIRPY
MOOD

RON Rollitt, see

Vicarage Road

than 25 years whi?lrh:l e
severely injured in awcas
c.rash In November coar
tinues to recover well o

He saw a specialj
ist
Thursday to d?secover tl;]al:
his broken hip has not quite
3%1§egnc1::lnpletely. “But it’'s
e way,”
Ron. Talpr

“Bearing in mind the hip
was snapped right across
progress seems to be good. I
can’t yet put full weight on

retary at

my leg but I’m hoping to do
that _after TI've l;eeg the
specialist again in a
month.”

l!.on is keeping active.
He’s seen Watford's last
three home games, visits his

ford official was thrown r:gﬁo‘heralﬁs‘ each morn-

from th
over foui f;ge,”.,i:‘,‘m aﬂ_‘ellltl enjoys a walk in the

up on its roof,
“He m fra 1

St b
e

b
have knitted i
well. “I feel a little hionil;

but »
he jllm]" you I'm okay,




SET SIGHTS

) vi l:l' I
p fourth | By GEOFF SWEET

hard rosd which followed
long-term injuries last
September.

"lrrespective of the score
we shall bring them off,” said
Taylor. “We dont want to

' rush them or do anything

silly,

W Ron Rollitt, due to retire
after almost 26 years as sec-

v mtaﬁ- at Vicarage Road, has

recalled a trip he made to
Molineux, home of Wolves
who visit  Watford  on

45¢  Saturday

56 A

ppy to see his

@ lable that

promotion and
SEUSS

R, &0

sur fixture list T

us lo have collected

able return bearing

1d our away record was

1 ry good at the start of

this run

ight at L‘umlnldpfe lan

Bo d Martin Paiching

continue their comeback to-

wards full fitness with Wat-

ford  Reserves, who visit

Abbey Stadium for a Mid-
week League fixture

The intention s to pla

both men in the first hall};ns

withdraw them at half-time

whatever the score may be.

During George Kirby's
reign as Hornels' manager,
Rollitt went to the Midlands.
1o finalise the signing of de-
fender Doug  Woodfiel
“Time was mnmngmnnl o
the player and his [
couldn't”  really deeldz
whether or not to sign,'” sai
Rollitt.

"Kirby lssued an ultl:
matum — gign now or forget it
— and Isnmhed up to
Molineux, where the e
more problems over 'L
the foe was a net |

figu

re.
i"Eanluall{
slgne lmlsllt ﬁ,‘
1
Seshond]

wadfield
dul:‘l up 1o
Nime for the

Bolton (back) and Patching g8

tknee) have only recently re-

sumed normal {vrumlng aner pl

gruelling solo work along the

WATFOR!

MAY HAVI
TO RETIRE

EARLY

RON Rollitt, general nsed
retary of Watlord football
club could face early re
tirement after 20 years
with the club.,

The club's chiefl t'XI"("II“VI'
Eddie Plumley confirmed
today that uvgu(l{llimm about
ensions were in progress
etween Mr Rollitt and the
club's directors, and early re-

tirement for Mr Rollitt was
possible.

He ggreed that Mr Rollitt,
aged 58, was scheduled for
retirement in 18 months time,
but he would not commenton
negotiations.

. Mr Rollitt broke his thigh
In a crash in November.

Since then, said Mr Plumley,
Mr Rollitt has been unable to

Work, although he did come
iﬂﬁ:k.’e .englugh %




ROLLITT AND

WAT

RON ROLLITT, 58,
faces enrly retirement. The
former Hornets' general
manager is currently
recovering from a car crash
sustained in vember, but
his 26-year Watford career
is expected to end in the
near Tuture

Ne Rollitt nor the

uld confirm or deny

that have grown

y over the post few

n the subject of the
ccretury’s fulure

ive years ago Ellon John

ied his services free of

a special benefit

or the club sec

il one stage ran

strative side of the

ost single-handedly

Pension

Promoted from \tt!t‘lJ?
o eral manager towards
e end of Ken Furphy's
time with the club, Rollitt
has lilled something of a sup-
poriing role smee Lhe seudy
nereases of stafl on the ad-
ministrative side have come
inta ellfect

Three yecars Ago, in 8
change of titles, Rollitt was

Eddie Plumley bécame com-
puny secrelary

It is undersiood thai had
he chosen to, he would have
been scheduled for retire-
ment in |8 months time
when the Secrelary,
Managers and Coaches
Association pension, Lo
which he subscribes, comes
nto effect

Mr Rollitt. it is under-
stood, had hoped lo con-
tinue at Yicarage Road but
this now seems unlikely
wlthough negoliations over
his future are still going on,

In November, he and his
wile Alma were Invalved in a
car crash and while his wife
escaped withoul n scratch,
the general secretary broke
both his thigh and hip

“It will be eight weeks
belore | can think of putting
my fool on the ground hut
Bertie Mee has given me ex-
cromes and | am making
poud progress,” he suid,

Sims stands by
for City recall

STEVE SIMS had the
stitches removed from the
aperation on his fractured
cheekbone yesterday and
Graham Taylor will make
u lnte decision on whether
or nol to play him at
Ashton Gule tomorrow.

huve pointed out befure,
Juhn is an intelligent player
and experienced enough that
il called upon Lo defend, he
would do the joh.” suid
Tuylor

Wurd ol course “did the
jub™ when il game to blotting
5 wul Forest's John Robertson,

Sims for Terry would — While the manuger was
otherwise be the only change pleused with Steve Terry's
in the teum with duhn Ward nerformance, the labilily of
“g“”" Luking the substitute E.n-mu two Inexperienced
shir youngsters ut the centre of

"I know people may think (he defence, no matter how
In terms of me having a promising players they moy
striker us substitute but as | Rc‘ is one which i best salv-

Tickets — not
sold out yet

FORD TO
PART COMPANY

ve and tha
luekily ot
mother ¢lub from op
group, s we are making
progress,” suid Taylor

He feels that the feam =
gaining in confidence and
that first oway win could be
just around (he corner

Escape

“As for Bristol City, they
dre not the sort of side who
ulverise you and press you
ack. They dun’t give many
guals uway bur don’t score
many ¢ither.” suid the
IH.‘llIiI’l!l

City possess (he second
worsl awdy record In Divie
s Two along with Wal-
furd: Lheir neighbours
Ruvers having the wirst

“Actually with & third of
the season left. | still think
City could well escape
relegutiun. They have [];:g
players and have gradually
picked up (he resulie™ he
added

But with one of the relega-
ton places as guod as I]If:d
by Bristul Rovers, Watford,
in commun with a number of
clubs, huve only two places
10 warry shodt. And with the
Hurnets making progress
they could put these fears
hehind them over the pex|
few weeks but o tesult m
Ashtan Gate would be ex.
tremely helpful in obtaining
that position

Il Wulford are to beat last
seusan’s points total, the
have o dverage a poinl 3
game in the fnal third of the
seuson While some fixtures
look lough on paper, Wat-
ford's growing stability and
confidence makes this a
leasible achievament,

® Former Watford
favourite Andy Runky -Sm
(ractured his sku n
Huddersfield s
home defeat in the
[t

Rollitt is retiring

elv revealed
e columns, Ron
§ Watford
confirmation came
this week, that the
printed on January
rue.

1 eaving

fact

Months of negotiations
have now been completed
and the former Watford
general manager retires
from the club at the end of
next month.

Said the 58-year-old Ron
Rollitt: *Naturally I'm a bit
sad after all that while —1t's
a lifetime really. But now the
discussions are over and
things have been worked
uL;l.Lil'.\ just as well, | will be
looking for work and | have
had one or two inguiries.

Rollitt, who has been at
Vicarage Road for 26 years,
will be making a presenta-

wds In

tion to the

finishing runners up

South East Countie
of which he is the
during the
fomorrow.

juniors |

Y I

[League
chairman
interval

“I will continue to follow

Watford. There was

talk of

me becoming an honorary
VP but | have not hd_d {bc:_
final letter from Watlord,

said Ron who is
steady progress

making
in his

recovery from a car crash.

FAREWELL RON

¢|R. — Your report concern-
‘ng Ron Rollitt’'s “‘early
ctirement”’ will cause a good
deal of sadness to many sup-
porters of Watford FC. For
many he has epitomised the
_jub as a club of integrity, and
his retirement marks the end
of an era.

it is surely insensitive of
the club to announce his
retirement while he is off
work becausa of an accidant
and even more so since your
report indicates that he could

WATFOHD

Foorball at Vicarage Road
FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIV. 2

CAMBRIDGE
UNITED

SAT., JAN. 31
Kick-off 3 p.m.

ratire anyway in 18 months’
time.

What few people will know
is that several years ago,
when Watford FC were at
rock bottom, Ron Rollitt
received a very lucrative offer
from a club in a much higher
division. He was tempted but
he resisted the temptation
and remained at Watford,
Such is loyalty and such is the
price of loyalty!

Some of us who continue

to support the club as they
seek higher status are not un-
mindful of someone who
once said: "What does it
profit a man (a club?) if he
hould gain the whole world
but lose his own soul?” —
The Rev. Barrie Heafford,
King Edward Avenue,
Aylesbury, Superintendent
minister of the Aylesbury
Maethodist Circuit.
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Garaton MRS DOROTHY MAT-
uwnif  pecurd-bresking  THEWS ., nem chalr-
ea's winner of the
1w,

COUNCILLOR TED COUNCILLOR MIKE THE REV
AMEY the Wl u L]

ord  JACKSON . beeame CHIVERS

. Mayor atw came o ol

"
wem chabvaan of the Wat-  serving Reclor of Rushry bty
withou! & mayures, '

ford Labusr Panty. Tor At

says farewell to
the fans ™ ™

VICARAGE Road is sure to
warm to Ron Rollitt at
half-time tomorrow when
he presents the Watford
juniors with their South
East Counties League
runners-up trophies,

medals to the juniors for

) said the man who, inci-
few of his years on the

The Hornets'

writes Geoff Sweet.

general sec-
retary of 26 years standing

South East Counties com-
mittee have coincided with
Hornets’ success at this
level,

dentally, was appointed on
Valentine's Day and took
up his Watford post on
April Fool's Day in 1955.

“I'm getting stronger all the

officially retires on May 13
following a car accident in
November which has
caused him to miss work team — Jimmy Gilligan,
ever since with a broken Colin Hull and Paul Frank-
hip lin — will be turning pro-
Tomorrow Ron wears his fessional next season.

South East Counties chair- Ron, meanwhile, continues
man's hat for what is likely to move towards full fitness
to be his last public duty and is aiming to find
while still a Watford of- another job in the
ficial accountancy line.

it comes as a great pleasure  “It shouldn't be too long be-
for Ron to hand over fore I can walk normally,”

The juniors also reached the
FA Youth Cup fourth
round and three of the

time — the knee has been
causing the most trouble.
I've still not got total free-
dom of movement and
when 1 switched from
crutches to a walking stick
recently I couldn’t put full
weight on my leg.

“Since the accident I've had
to rest and be patient and
as someone with outdoor
hobbijes it has been a bind,
Still, I've been able to get

out and see some football.” RON ROLLITT
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THE BEGINNING
AND THE END ...

AFTER a lifetime at Vicarage Road, Watford’s former general
manager, Ron Rollitt, says farewell on Saturday and as
chairman of the South-East Counties League he makes the of-
ficial presentation to runners-up Watford Juniors, watched by
chairman Elton John and a proud Juniors’ manager Tom
Walley, to celebrate their success. For Ron Rollitt the end of

an era; for many Juniors the beginning of a professional
career,




